7.3. Retention Policies and
Compliance

In the Spectra360 Security Operations Center (SOC) platform, establishing robust log retention
policies is essential for effective security monitoring, forensic analysis, and adherence to regulatory
compliance requirements. These policies dictate how long log data is stored and ensure that the
organization can respond to security incidents and audits effectively.

Objectives:

e Regulatory Compliance: Ensure that log retention practices meet the specific
requirements of relevant laws and industry standards.

e Forensic Readiness: Maintain sufficient historical log data to support thorough
investigations of security incidents.

e Data Management Efficiency: Optimize storage resources by defining appropriate
retention periods for different types of log data.

Key Considerations:

1. Regulatory Requirements:
e Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX): Mandates that financial institutions retain relevant
records, including logs, for a minimum of seven years.
e ISO 27001: Requires organizations to retain data logs for a minimum of three years.
e NIST 800-171: Provides guidance on log retention, emphasizing the protection and
management of audit information.
2. Log Retention Periods:
e Short-Term Retention (e.g., 30-90 days): Suitable for high-volume logs where
quick access is necessary for operational purposes.
e Long-Term Retention (e.g., 1-7 years): Applicable for logs required for
compliance, forensic investigations, or historical analysis.
3. Data Integrity and Security:
e Implement measures to protect log data from unauthorized access, modification,
and deletion throughout the retention period.
4. Storage Management:
e Utilize efficient storage solutions, such as compression and archiving, to manage the
volume of retained log data.

Best Practices:

e Develop a Log Retention Policy: Create a comprehensive policy that outlines retention
periods, storage methods, and procedures for secure disposal of log data.



e Regularly Review and Update Policies: Ensure that retention policies remain aligned
with evolving regulatory requirements and organizational needs.

e Implement Access Controls: Restrict access to log data based on roles and
responsibilities to maintain confidentiality and integrity.

o Automate Log Management: Use automated tools to manage log collection, retention,
and disposal processes, reducing the risk of human error.
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